	

	Press Note                                                                                      15.03.2009
 
       Democracy being abused in Gujarat.
       Congress MLAs to call upon H E President of India 
       A minister in Modi government , declared an offender by the Government itself in the Gujarat High Court in the Gujarat riots case, continues to function as Minister in Gujarat.
       The Guj Govt admits that Minister Maya Kodnani fired from her pistol during Gujarat riots. Guj Govt and that she may misuse her ministerial post to tamper evidence but continues her as a Minister.
 
 
Gujarat Congress MLAs will  call upon H E President of India Mrs Pratibhadevi Patil on Monday, March 16,2009 and submit a memorandum seeking her intervention in Gujarat and ensure that Maya Kodnani, a minister in the Modi cabinet is dropped for the Modi cabinet for her role in Gujarat Riots.
 
Days after the Narendra Modli led government admitted that one of their ministers, Maya Kodnani led a mob during the infamous Gujarat riots in 2002 at one particular area in Naroda, Ahmedabad,where over 95 people were killed;the Modi government has not dropped her from the Council of Ministers.
 Leader of Opposition in Gujarat Assembly, Mr Shaktisinh Gohil said after the investigations and findings of the Special Investigations Team(SIT) appointed by the Supreme Court which gathered evidence about the role of Maya Kodnani in Gujarat Riots, the Narendra Modi government had no option but to file an affidavit in the Gujarat High Court, admitting that Ms Maya Kodnani, the minister of state for higher education(write her portfolio here). CONFIRM the portfolio)  had led a mob in Naroda during Gujarat riots which saw over 95 Muslims being butchered.
 The government filed an affidavit in Gujarat High Court for canceling her anticipatory bail. But on the other hand, the Narendra Modi government was still continuing her as a minister in the State cabinet which is tragic, Mr Gohil said. 
He added the Gujarat High Court has admitted the plea and issued a notice to Ms Maya Kodnani is noteworthy. He said that when the Government itself admits that one of their Ministerial members led a mob and was responsible for the Genocide of 95 people, the Government should act immediately and drop her. However, in this case, the Mass murderer turned Minister continues to enjoy a ministerial position and official status.
Quoting from the affidavit filed by Gujarat Government, Mr Gohil highlighted that the Narendra Modi government has admitted in the Gujarat High Court the role played by Ms Maya Kodnani in the Gujarat Riots in 2002.
 “she was instigating the mob to commit crime and therefore she was playing the main role,from one of the statements of witnesses it has been revealed that she had fired from her pistol(from the affidavit no…fled by the Gujarat Government in the Gujarat High Court on.).
 
Descrbing the situation in Gujarat as a mockery of democracy, Mr Gohil said, in true democratic tradition, Mr Modi should have dropped Maya Kodnani from the cabinet when they themselves filed an affidavit admitting her as a Murderer. But Mr Modi has been flagrantly violating constitutional norms and values by continuing her as the Minister.
If Mr Modi does not want to drop Maya (Kodnani)from his Cabinet, he should face dismissal. As the Chief Minister of Gujarat, it is unacceptable that he continues to have Maya Kodnani as a Minister even after admitting that she is a Mass Murderer and played an active role in Naroda Riots where 95 people were killed by a mob led by her.
Stressing that Narendra Modi was showing contempt for his statutory duty as the Chief Minister, he said Gujarat Congress MLAs would request HE President of India to intervene and use her discretionary powers to protect democratic values in Gujarat.
      Shaktisinh Gohil said that while demanding the cancellation of Maya Kodnani’s anticipatory bail plea,the Gujarat Government itself observes "The learned Judge ought to have considered the fact  that  present respondent-accused was the leader of mob  and  at the relevant point of time she was a Member of  Legislature and allegations against the respondent- accused was that she was instigating the mob to  commit crime and therefore, it was the main role of the  respondent-accused and in this fact situation also the  learned Judge ought not to have exercised the  discretion in favour of the respondent accused.” 
      It further says "The learned Judge ought to have considered the fact  that  respondent-accused is at present Minister of State  and,  therefore, there is ample chance of tampering of  witnesses and the evidence by her and in this fact  situation also the learned Judge ought not to have  exercised the discretion in favour of the respondent- accused." 
“we want the honorable president to intervene and restore democratic values in Gujarat. We want her to ask Gujarat Chief minister narendra Modi to take action against Maya kodnani . if the Chief Minister fails to discharge his constitutional obligation and retain a tainted accused as his Minister, then under the circumstances  demanding an appropriate action against the state Government,” Mr gohil said.
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