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To,

MEMORANDUM

His Excellency

Shri Satya Pal Malik

Hon’ble Governor of Bihar,

Dr Sri Krishna Singh Parth Road,
Rajbansi Nagar, Patna

Bihar - 800022

Hon’ble Sir

This is to highlight and bring to your attention the recent unfortunate and forced acquisition

of agricultural land by Gas Authority of India Limited in the State of Bihar.

II.

BACKGROUND

The Gas Authority of India Limited (GAIL) is acquiring agricultural land in Kaimur;
Rohtas; Aurangabad and Gaya Districts of the State of Bihar. It may be mentioned that the
agricultural land of farmers is being acquired by GAIL under the Petroleum and Minerals
Pipelines (Acquisition of Right of User in Land) Act, 1962.

UNLAWFUL LAND ACQUISITION

It is imperative that we bring to your attention, three major issues which the farmers of
Bihar are facing with regard to the forced acquisition of agricultural land by GAIL in the
aforementioned districts of Bihar:

. Extremely meager compensation for agricultural land sought to be acquired.

The Acquiring Authority (GAIL) in complete disregard to the Right to Fair Compensation
and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 (“2013
Act”) and Section 105 (3) of the 2013 Act, has set the compensation rates as per ancient
calculations that do not reflect the true and fair market value of the agricultural land.

. Forced and Involuntary Land Acquisition

The entire acquisition of agricultural land has proceeded in a forcible manner including the
use of state machinery to inflict violence on innocent farmers protesting the unfair and
illegal nature of the acquisition. Furthermore, with regard to the procedure of acquiring
land, GAIL has failed to follow the provisions of 2013 Act and the judgments passed by
Supreme Court in land acquisition matters, in both letter and spirit.

. Violation of Fundamental Rights of Farmers

The Farmers have been denied a meaningful hearing before initiating the land acquisition
proceedings. In effect, no proper hearing has been given to determine their grievances. The
hearing in letter has only been designed as a formality. As the Supreme Court held in the



Singur judgment, the absence of a fair hearing on objections vitiates the entire proceeding
of land acquisition.

III. Land Acquisition by NHAI

We are also dismayed at the similar acquisition of agricultural and residential land by the
National Highway Authority of India in Budhgere village (Lakhanpur Panchayat) and
certain other villages in Gaya District. It is our humble submission that the permanent
homes and plots of the residents/farmers in Budhgere and other villages are being acquired
by NHALI for constructing roads and the aforementioned issues A, B and C are being faced
by the residents/farmers.

In light of the above mentioned, we therefore, call upon you and the high office you
hold, to allow us to present the grievances of the farmers/residents before you and discuss
the way forward with compensation, rehabilitation and resettlement of the farmers in Bihar.
Needless to say, it would be a subversion of the very core of our Constitution if the lands of
the farmers/residents are forcefully acquired with following the due process of law.

We sincerely hope that your office, being mindful of the sacred Constitutional obligations by
which it is bound, will allow us to present the grievances of the farmers/residents in the State of
Bihar, before you and thereafter discuss the way forward with compensation, rehabilitation and
resettlement of the farmers/residents in Bihar.

Thanking You.
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